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Special points of interest 

• Student Spotlight:  Johnny 

• Student Spotlight: Nate 

• Memorial Garden Celebration 

Principal’s Message 
  BMS is celebrating our 5th year in 
partnership with Red Brick Station in White 
Marsh.  Owner and Manager Billy Blocher has 
supported our efforts as we work to prepare 
our oldest students to move from school-
based learning to post-graduate life.  Red 
Brick has allowed multiple opportunities for 
our students to take part in real jobs around 
the restaurant.  We have had students wiping 
tables, cleaning windows, sanding and stain-
ing, preparing silverware, and salt and pepper 
shakers to name just a few jobs.  On top of 
that, he affords the students the opportunity 
to work on their social skills after the work is 
done.  As students sit at the table, eat with peers, and then bus their own table and 

wash their dishes.  Billy has embraced the work, he 
has taken the lead with the students who are learning 
the jobs so that they meet his rigorous expectations.  
The skills taught on the work-site truly set the stu-
dents up for success. 

 It has also allowed us at the school level to get 
an even more clear knowledge of the expectations for 
our students as they get to and through the transition 
age.  We have been able to model jobs around the 
building to simulate the jobs and expectations at the 
worksite.  We are looking to refine the skills we are 
developing in our vocational and leisure rooms.  We 
have been able to look at our classroom tasks a little 
different because of the learning at Red Brick. 

 All of this is to say thank you to Red Brick 
Station for your continued openness in creating this 
opportunity for our students at BMS! 

 

Upcoming Events/Announcements 

• April 1st: 3rd Marking period ends, All schools close 3 hours early 
• April 4th: Class Picture Day 
• April 8th: Spring break begins at end of the school day. 
• April 19th: Schools Reopen  
• April 25th: Progress Report Distribution 

• May 3rd: Professional Development Day, Schools Closed for students 

March 2022 
 



Student Spotlight 

Johnny 

It is a natural part of life to 

want to feel like you make a 

difference.  Johnny from 

room 122 knows that feeling.  

During march he has been 

taught and given multiple 

opportunities to participate 

in the recycling program.  

Each time his independence 

has grown.  As you can see, 

he is working completely 

independantly within the 

picture above. 

Way to go Johnny! 

The beginning of April our Middle School team is tak-

ing the opportunity to finish up some extra work on 

the reading and math standards from March.  In read-

ing they have read and reviewed text so they could 

learn how to describe characters from a story.  They 

have also used this standard to look at ways they 

could describe themselves.  The focus for math was 

looking at all the combinations that can add up to 10.  

Getting students to recognize numbers and put them 

together as sets of objects, visuals, or the numbers 

themselves. 

 

As we move deeper into April and into May students 

will use details to recount what a text says or to iden-

tify explicit details from a text.  This will give the stu-

dents opportunity to use their communication devices 

as well as practice their comprehension skills.  It will be adapted to focus on key vocabulary from 

a text matched with pictures to help identify the words.  As families read with their children at 

home, you can pick out a key word or ask your child about specific information from a page you 

just read.  Either method gives an opportunity to practice to the reading focus for the month. 

 

Math the focus will change too.  Students will move on from composing and decomposing num-

bers to identifying the signs for addition and subtraction.  Students will also look at the symbol 

for equals.  It relates to the Social Studies learning as well as we look more closely at personal 

economics.  We will be working with students to identify if they need more/less to pay for the 

things they want or need, the real life skill they will need as they get older. 

Elementary 

Middle 

Spring is here, the days are longer 

and hopefully warm weather is on 

its way! 

 

For the month of April, the ele-
mentary school grade level will be 
focusing on two specific standards 
in reading and math. For reading, 
students will be working on identi-

fying illustrations 
or objects/tactual 
information that go 
with a familiar sto-
ry and with a famil-
iar text.  

 
During math, stu-

dents will be cre-

ating sets of 10. 

Students will also 

be working to display the numeral 

and to make sets of 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, & 

10 using manipulatives.   

 

Students will continue to work 

hard during functional skills time 

to use a preferred method of com-

munication to respond purpose-

fully.  
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Student  Spotlight 

Nate: Back to work again 

Nathan (Nate) joined BMS’s 

work enclave this school year. 

In the beginning, Nate was 

more of an observer. He would 

work but would do the minimal 

amount possible. It was obvious 

that he enjoyed going to work 

and would ask to go each week. 

At first we weren’t sure if he 

just wanted to get away from 

school for a few hours or if he 

enjoyed his pay at Red Brick 

Station, which was a free lunch. 

The past three weeks, Nate has 

really stepped up and has been 

working so hard. He has been 

working nonstop and has been 

initiating work tasks inde-

pendently. Nate has cleaned 

windows numerous times and 

initially only cleaned the area 

directly in front of him. This last 

time, Nate was up on his tip 

toes cleaning the top of the 

windows and then even got 

down on his knees to clean the 

bottom half of the windows. 

When finished one window, 

Nate would pick up the cleaner 

and spray the next window. 

Nate has a habit of getting up 

and walking around once he is 

finished his lunch. For the past 

three weeks, Nate has not once 

tried to get up after he is fin-

ished. The amount of progress 

Nate has made on the work 

site, is tremendous and so im-

pressive. Way to go Nate! We 

are all super proud of you.  

High 

As the weather finally started to warm in March, the focus of 

learning in reading and science/social studies transitioned 

from colder weather topics like the Winter Paralympic Games 

and the Iditarod to spring-like topics of the Cherry Blossom 

Festival and renewable energy sources (i.e. solar, wind, wa-

ter). With these reading tasks, students worked on using 

texts and other visual cues to demonstrate comprehension 

by filling in blanks in sentences. As part of Women’s History 

Month students also learned about a wide variety of famous 

women all around the world like Malala Yousafzai, Mother 

Theresa, and Althea Gibson who have had a positive impact 

on society. In math, students worked on adding two-digit 

numbers by using a variety of supports such as a calculator and manipulatives.  

Looking ahead to April, the focus is going to be on identifying wants and needs 

and how purchases can be made. In reading, students will work on identifying 

key details in a text and identifying story elements that undergo changes from 

the beginning to end of a story. In math, students will work on extending 

patterns. Looks to be a fun month! 
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For Your Information... 

Memorial Garden 
 
On March 21st we had a 
short ceremony to share an 
update for our BMS Me-
morial Garden.  Students 
and staff gathered to enjoy 
some much needed time 
together.   
 
Two people in particular 
spearheaded the update of 
the Garden to whom we 
owe a special thank you.  
Pam Richardson a staff 
member who works with 
some of our older students 
and one of our Graduates 
this year.  As well as Jim 
Schuyler both parent and 
staff member.  Thank you 
for your thoughtfulness 
and efforts as you brought 
together an idea that we 
can sustain over time.   
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Related Services 

Battle Monument School 

7801 E Collingham Dr 

Baltimore MD 21222 
 

Phone: 443-809-7000 

Fax: 443-809-7242 

E-mail: kmartin3@bcps.org 

If you have any questions about transition planning for your child, 
please feel free to reach out to our social worker , Hilary Hellerbach 
(hhellerbach@bcps.org), or our transition facilitator, Ann Kennedy 
(akennedy3@bcps.org) via email or call the Social Work Office and 
leave a message at 443-809-6972.   
 
Transition Information:  
In place of in-person Transition events this school year, the BCPS Transition Team 
is hosting monthly "Transition Chats" about a variety of topics of interest to fami-
lies with Transition-age students (14 - 21). The Chats occur on Monday evenings 
from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm and will be recorded for later viewing if necessary.  
You can register for the events at  
 https://www.smore.com/stgm5  
Here is a schedule of topics:  
4/25: Autism Support  
5/16: Legal Issues and Guardianship  
6/13: Building "Possibilitopia"  

Transition 

PT is planning on having a wheelchair wash for this spring! 
The date is to be determined as we look to coordinate 
with the businesses that support our students. 
 
This would be a free service where we would power wash 
wheelchair frames for our students, so they are all cleaned 
and ready for summer fun. 
 
We did it in 2019 and it was a huge hit!  

More information forthcoming   

 Memorial Garden 

mailto:hhellerbach@bcps.org
mailto:akennedy3@bcps.org
https://www.smore.com/stgm5


PBIS Tip of the Month: 
 
Most children are not born with the built-in ability to make decisions and then accept 
the consequences. In order for your child to learn to take personal responsibility they 
will need plenty of support and practice. You can avoid power struggles and teach chil-
dren how to make decisions by offering limited, reasonable choices.  
 
Example: You have just picked up your son at childcare and he doesn’t want to get into 
his car seat. You sense a battle of the wills coming on. One way to avoid a struggle 
might be to say, “Zachary, I won’t start the car until you get buckled into your seat. Do 
you want to climb up by yourself or do you want Daddy to help you get in?” 

Our Special Area Team has been hard at work on the Spring Play 
production of Princess and the Frog.  Pulling together multiple 
classes and coordinating the filming of the various scenes.  It is an 
all encompassing task which takes a lot of coordination.   
 
Each production is a reminder about the value of the special areas.  
Each production is an opportunity to showcase students.  Cele-
brate them for their accomplishments and hard work.  In the Win-
ter we celebrate one group, in the Spring another.  Student art-
work is on display and budding musical talent takes center stage.  
Student efforts in the gym and with PT pay off as they meet the 
physical requirements to be a part of the production.  Our team 
makes sure everyone has a part to play. 
 
Through our play production the teaching and learning continued.  
In Library classes explored the Solar System! They have been 
examining the size, speed, and distance each planet is from the 
Sun! Students have been investigating planets beyond Earth to see 
if humans could survive. Students determined that humans would 
need shelter, solar energy to grow plants, water for humans to 
consume and support plant/animal life, and sustainable soil so that 
we could grow food to eat and feed animals. We have explored 
Mercury, Venus, Earth, The Moon, and Mars during March. In 
April and the beginning of May we will explore the Outer Solar 
System and the gas giants as we investigate Jupiter, Saturn, Ura-
nus, and Neptune. Happy travels through Space! 
 
In February/March, we completed our unit on Nick Cave, a Black 
artist who makes incredible wearable sculptures and costumes. He 
calls these “Sound Suits” for the sounds they make when worn in 
performances. Students chose either a large or gigantic paper bag 
which they painted, or a hoop that became a tasseled neck piece. 
Students chose from a wide variety of textured yarns, feathers, 
and bells. These were glued or tied on to reflect the students’ per-
sonalities. Some of the “yarn” was made by tearing strips of old 
sheets and curtains. This was great fun!  
 
This year the annual BCPS Art is for Everyone exhibit was held 
in-person and the Baltimore Museum of Art! Ms. Flynn chose 
two pieces to represent our school” Kalia Peay’s Nick Cave in-
spired dance costume and Logan DeBusk’s collage inspired by a 
lesson on Henri Matisse. Congratulations to our artists. It was 
hard to choose as we have many talented students. 
 
In music our middle school classes we have started our Classical 
era unit and are focusing on the works of Haydn, Mozart, and 

Schubert. In studying the works 
of Haydn we have been review-
ing short/long and rhythm as 
well as loud/quiet by studying 
his Surprise Symphony and 
Farewell Symphony. Students 
were able to compose and per-
form music in the style of 
Haydn. We also tried some sim-
ple Irish jigs for St. Patrick’s 
day.  
 
Elementary classes finished up 
our dynamics (loud/quiet) unit 
and have started our timbre 
(sound discrimination) unit. Using our huge bass drum was a big 
hit and students loved experimenting with it and seeing how they 
could make water bounce on it based on how hard and loud they 
played. In discriminating sounds we compared sounds that were 
noise vs. music and different ways we use our voices (whisper, 
talking, singing, yelling, etc.). Students then also listened to audio 
recordings of each other to see if they could identify who made 
the sound.  
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